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Organizing the explanation of environmental 
programs at the Sumitomo Metals Group into 
four areas makes the explanation easy to 
understand and also makes it clear which areas 
Sumitomo Metals is focusing on as a company. Of 
special note are the several business sites that 
have engaged in energy saving, resource 
conservation, recycling, and other related 
environmental programs, and have succeeded in 
meeting voluntary targets and steel industry 
targets in a short time. Analysis shows that this 
success is the result of rigorous reviews of 
facilities and production processes. Examples 
include a 9.4% reduction in energy consumption 
from the level of fiscal year 1990, and reducing 
the amount of by-product final disposal by 81% 
compared with fiscal year 1990 - exceeding the 
target of a 75% reduction by 2010.

I believe that providing information about the 
specifics of these efforts and their results in 
greater detail will be useful both to other 
companies and to ordinary citizens. At the same 
time, for cases such as pollutant release and 
transfer where targets have not yet been met, 
analyzing and actively explaining the reasons 
why the targets have not been met is helpful in 
establishing a shared understanding of the issues, 
including the types of difficulties that are faced.

In the area of communication with local residents, 

I would like to direct attention to the Environmental 
Public Relations Center that was established by 
the Wakayama Steel Works in 1996. This 
program to provide real-time disclosure of 
information such as the air inside and outside the 
plant, noise, and water quality is a highly 
important effort, and not only helps build trust 
with local residents, but also contributes to their 
safety and confidence. Another effective program 
is evacuation training that simulates a chemical 
spill or other accident, and in which local 
residents participate.

I commend Sumitomo Metals for its investment of 20 
billion yen in its environmental measures. Prevention 
is of the essence when addressing environmental 
problems, and the primary approach should be taking 
steps to ensure that such problems do not occur in 
the first place. Even if the costs involved are 
significant, preventing problems from occurring 
involves far lower costs than addressing problems 
after they occur. Prevention is important not only in 
terms of cost, but also in terms of preventing harm to 
the environment and human health, and also in terms 
of preventing global warming. I believe that these 
active corporate efforts in environmental investment 
are worthy of praise.

I have high hopes that with its high level of technical 
ability, Sumitomo Metals will take the lead in 
environmental activities such as reducing steel 
industry CO2 emissions, both within Japan and also 
globally.

Charmine Koda
Journalist (expert in global environmental issues)

Ms. Koda began appearing in the NHK program 
Kaigai Weekly beginning from 1980, and began 
working as a newscaster for Fuji TV's Supertime 
in 1984. Currently she is active as a journalist 
specializing in global environmental issues. From 
April 2006 to June 2008, she was the head of the 
United Nations Information Center (UNIC). She 
has served in numerous other official positions, 
including (previously) as a member of the Central 
Environmental Council, (previously) as a member 
of the Forestry Policy Council, and as a provi-
sional member of the Council for Food, Agricul-
ture, and Rural Areas Policy.

Third-party Opinion History of Environmental Activity

Environmental Activity Japan WorldYear
●Basic Law for Environmental Pollution Control 
  passed

●14 pollution laws passed (by "Pollution Diet")

●Environment Agency established

●First oil shock
●Pollution-related Health Damage 
  Compensation Law passed

●Second oil shock
●Law Concerning the Rational Use of Energy passed

●Action Plan to Arrest Global Warming drawn up

●Waste Disposal and Public Cleansing Law 
  passes

●Basic Environment Law passed

●Environmental Impact Assessment Law 
  passed

●Law to Promote Measures 
  to Cope with Global Warming passed

●Montreal Protocol Concerning Ozone Layer 
  Protection adopted
●Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
  established
●Basel Convention on the Regulation 
  of Transboundary Movement and Disposal 
  of Hazardous Wastes

●Rio Earth Summit adopts Framework Convention 
  on Climate Change

●First Conference of Parties to the UN Framework 
  Convention on Climate Change (COP1＊1)

●ISO 14001 issued

●COP3 Kyoto Protocol adopted

●First session of UN Human Environment Conference
●UN Environment Program (UNEP) established

●Amagasaki pollution suit settled amicably
●Kansai plant (now Osaka Steel Works) obtained ISO 14001 
  certification (all plants thus completing certification)
●First edition of Environmental Report issued

● Environment Preparation Section established at head office
● Wakayama Steel Works concludes anti-pollution pact

● Environmental Management Dept. established at head office
● Environmental management regulations instituted

●Kashima Steel Works concluded anti-pollution pact

●Energy Management Section established at head office
●First Energy Conservation Plan drawn up

●Slag Utilization Dept. established at head office

●Global Environmental Development Dept. established 
  at head office (organizational integration)

●Energy Management Dept. established at head office

●Environmental audit system introduced

●Action Guidelines for the Global Environment drawn up

●Nishi-Yodogawa pollution suit settled amicably

●Voluntary Action Program for Environmental Protection 
  by Steelmakers drawn up (Japan Iron and Steel Federation)

●Kashima Steel Works, Wakayama Steel Works 
 and Kokura Steel Works (now Sumitomo Metals
 (Kokura)) obtained ISO 14001 certification

●Kansai plant (now Steel Tube Works) 
 and Naoetsu Steel Works
 (now Sumitomo Metals 〈Naoetsu〉) 
 obtained ISO 14001 certification

●Global Environmental Development Section 
  established in organization change

●Law Concerning Special Measures 
  Against Dioxins passed
●Pollutant Release and Transfer 
  Register (PRTR) Law passed

●Action Guidelines for the Global Environment revised
●Group Environment Supervisor Council established
●Environmental audit for Group companies started

●Environment Dept. established at head office 
 (organizational change)

●Environmental audits at overseas Group companies launched

●Environment Committee 
  and Group Environment Meeting established

●Basic Law on Formation 
  of a Zero-Waste Society passed

●Soil Pollution Prevention Law passed
●Law to Promote Measures to Cope 
  with Global Warming amended
●Basic Law on Energy Policy passed
●Kyoto Protocol ratified

●Global Environmental Development Section integrated 
  with Technology Section
●First annual PRTR filing

●Stockholm Convention on POPs＊2 adopted

●World Summit on Sustainable Development 
 (Johannesburg)

●Ministry of the Environment established

●Basic plan for the formation 
  of a zero-waste society drawn up
●Environmental Education Promotion law 
  established

●Kyoto Protocol Target Achievement Plan 
 (cabinet decision)
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2004 ●Waste Recycling Governance established
●Air Pollution Control Law revised

●Amended Law Concerning the Rational Use 
  of Energy enforced
●New Act Concerning Asbestos enforced

●RoHS Directive (EU) adopted and established

●Kyoto Protocol takes effect

●Law Concerning the Promotion of Measures 
  to Cope with Global Warming amended

●Law Concerning the Rational Use 
  of Energy revised
●Pollutant Release and Transfer Register 
 (PRTR) Law revised

●Bali Road Map adopted (COP13)

●First Commitment Period 
  of the Kyoto Protocol starts

●EU RoHS Directive comes into effect
●Adoption of REACH (EU)

＊1 COP (Conference of the Parties) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change that became effective in 1994.
＊2 POPs (Persistent Organic Pollutants)


